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“Obviously the need is for competent research which 
will concern itself primarily with the moral and spiritual 
elements of the problems which are constantly appearing 
in our community life. It is not the duty of the churches 
to examine these human elements of social problems and 
to bring them to bear upon the conscience of the com- 
munity? Not only are these evils to lay bare, but a host 
of commendable movements and successful enterprises in 
the church and out of it, that are now going unannounced, 
should be brought to general public notice. 

Beside all this many competent organizations for social 
research are daily discovering important facts which they 
have no way to get before the public. These organizations 
are coming to feel the need of some way to give greater 
force to their findings. Of all agencies the churches are 
potentially the most important in educating the public mind 
in respect to social issues. It goes without saying that the 
churches minister to by far the larger portion of the 
socially minded public. Why should not all constructive 
social research gear into the educational system of the 
churches? 

Here is a situation which calls for twofold organization. 

Ist: The churches must have adequate machinery for 
getting the essential facts concerning social problems and 
their own approach to them. They must be done by direct 
investigation and by examining and verifying the findings 
of other research agencies. 

2nd: They must have an effective way ‘of putting these 
findings into educational form, through pamphlet literature, 


study courses, exhibits or other means of imparting in- 
formation and stimulating social action. 

“Furthermore, the field is too large for any one de- 
nomination to cover, and manifestly the needs of the 
various bodies are substantially identical, The social service 
agencies of various denominations have come to feel that 
this is a task which they must undertake together. This is 
why the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, through a Research Department, is undertaking 
with the help of several denominational bodies to develop 
this field. 

“Under the direction of a Research Committee, which 
will include in its membership persons trained in social 
research, information will be gathered of interest to pas- 
tors, teachers, church workers and board secretaries and a 
file will be kept available for all who seek it. A library of 
religious social service is being developed and the important 
literature in that broad field is being studied, classified and 
indexed. Investigations of movements and situations of 
social import will also be made by the Department with 
a view to getting at the facts which commonly elude the 
general public because of the bewildering conflict in testi- 
mony. To this end cooperation will be sought from the 
most competent research organizations. Material acquired 
in this way will be offered to the religious press and also, 
on occasion, to the secular press and to the trade and labor 
papers. A special effort will be made to provide the church 
press with such materials as a church paper can use to 
advantage, prepared especially for religious readers... .” 
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Some copies of several issues of INFORMATION SERVICE are available for those who may want to complete 
their sets for file purposes. Write for the issues needed at 20 cents per copy. 


In addition, the following issues of INFORMATION SERVICE are still in stock in varying amounts for those 
planning relevant study conferences, parish educational programs, or articles and speeches. Prices are as follows: 1-49 
copies, 20 cents each; 50-99 copies, 15 cents each. Orders for 100 or more copies at reduced rates, as current supply 


lasts. The title quoted below is the chief article in the issue. 


SOME CONTEMPORARY RELIGIOUS DILEM- 
MAS, by Earl R. Babbie, February 11, 1967. 

NEW FORMS OF MINISTRY: NOVELTY OR 
RENEWALS? by Truman Douglass, April 8, 1967. 


THE RELIGIOUS CONTEXT OF PREJUDICE by 
Gordon W. Allport, April 22, 1967. 


WE ARE LOSING HE RACE AGAINST HUN- 
GER, by George McGovern, May 20, 1967. 


SEGREGATION, NORTHERN STYLE, by Fred 
Powledge, June 3, 1967. 


WHAT IS CHRISIANITY GOING TO DO ABOUT 
THE HIPPIES? June 17, 1967. 


A PROTESTANT PARADOX — DIVIDED THEY 
MERGE, by Jeffrey K. Hadden, September 16, 1967. 

THE CRISIS IN THE NATION, October 14, 1967. 

REFLECTIONS ON THE CRISIS OF PRIESTLY 


VOCATIONS IN ENGLAND, by A. E. C. W. Spencer, 
November 25, 1967. 

CAN CHURCHES PLAN? FOR WHAT AND 
WITH WHOM? IMPLICATIONS FOR METRO- 
POLIS, by Glen W. Trimble, January 13, 1968. 

THE END OF THE POPULATION EXPLOSION, 
by Donald J. Bogue, January 27, 1968. 

HOW AND WHAT DO CHURCHES COUNT? 
February 24, 1968. 

NO EASY VICTORIES, by John W. Gardner, April 
6, 1968. 

PROTESTANT CHURCH-RELATED INSTITU- 
TIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING, November 16, 1968. 

SIGNIFICANT ISSUES FOR THE 1970’s,, Decem- 
ber 14, 1968, 

—" YEAR IN RELIGION — 1968, December 28, 
There are extra copies of all the 1969 issues available. 
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